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Happy New Year! 
 

The  start  of  a  new  year  is  always  very  exciting  as  it 
gives us all a chance for a fresh start. A chance to reflect 
on the previous year, both the good and maybe the not so 
good, and make resolutions to improve in areas of choice 
for the next year. 

I hope that you and your family had a great 2012 and I 
wish you the best for the 2013 year! 
 

Security 
 

Due  to  the  school  tragedy  in Connecticut we are  re‐
viewing  our  security  plans  in  the  district  and  upgrading 
the security system at Shell Creek. 
 

Academic Staffing for 2012‐2013 
 

Lakeview Community School District employs 64 fac‐
ulty members  for  the  instruction of  its students. The  fol‐
lowing charts provide a brief description of our faculty: 
 
 
 

NCLB NOTIFICATION 
 

Parents/Guardians  in  the  Lakeview  Community 
School District have the right to learn about the following 

(See Superintendent — Continued on page 2) 

by Steve Borer, Principal  

Before you start reading the rest of this 
article, I want you to take a look at the picture 
above. What’s in the picture?  Or maybe a bet-
ter question - what is the object in the picture? 
Of course most of you will say a box? Why? 
Because that is simply what you see, we often 
do the same thing with people. We see them, 
make our first judgment about them and place 
our own expectations upon them before we 
really get to know who they really are or what 
they are truly capable of becoming.  We for-
mulate ideas about people based on stereo-
types, past experiences or even our own first 
impressions and we put people “in a box.” 
These people are trapped within the walls of 

our expectations of them. 

On occasion these same people surprise us 
or prove us wrong, they break down the very 
walls that we have placed around them.  Let 
me give you an example, several summers ago 
my wife entered Gracie, my little princess who 
was 3 years old at the time, into the 
“Columbus Kids Fun Run.” To put this into 
context Gracie my daughter is now less than a 
month away from turning 12 and is in 6th 
grade.  However, at the time my wife entered 
Gracie into her first “fun run” she had never 
really ran further than one end of the house to 
the other, and now my wife was entering her 

(See Principal — Continued on page 2) 

Have You Put Someone In A Box? 

Faculty Level of Education 11‐12 12‐13 
Baccalaureate Degree 8 5 
Baccalaureate Degree + 9 Hours 4 6 
Baccalaureate Degree + 18 Hours 4 3 
Baccalaureate Degree + 27 Hours 2 4 

Baccalaureate Degree + 36 Hours 9 11 
Baccalaureate Degree + 45 Hours 2 2 
Master's Degree 11 9 
Master's Degree + 9 Hours 6 5 
Master's Degree + 18 Hours 2 4 
Master's Degree + 27 Hours 4 3 
Master's Degree + 36 Hours 11 12 
Total: 63 64 
Faculty Experience at Lakeview 11‐12 12‐13 
1‐5 Years 21 18 
6‐10 Years 19 17 
11‐15 Years 5 9 
16‐20 Years 5 10 
21‐25 Years 5 7 
26‐30 Years 4 8 
31‐35 Years 4 5 
36‐40 Years 0 0 
Total: 63 64 
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In case of Inclement Weather... 
If a decision is made to close school 

or to have a late start, the announce-
ment will be broadcast on KTTT, KKOT, 
KJSK, KZ100, KLIR, US92 radio sta-
tions and KOLN-TV, KMTV, and 
WOWT.  After checking with the Na-
tional Weather Service, the county 
roads crew, the Lakeview maintenance 
staff, and other sources, the Superinten-

dent of Schools will make the decision 
by approximately 7:00 a.m.  Please refer 
to the news media listed above for up to 
date information.  

If at all possible, refrain from calling 
the school. In addition to the broadcasts 
listed above, the Lakeview Community 
Schools will also be using SCHOOL-
REACH.  If you do not receive a 

SCHOOLREACH call, then we do not 
have a working number on file. 

Parents:  You are the ones who must 
ultimately decide if conditions are safe 
for your child to travel to school during 
questionable weather.  The school will 
respect your decision to keep your child 
home and will assist him/her in getting 
missed schoolwork made up. 

regarding their child’s teacher’s qualifications: state licen‐
sure status, special endorsements  for grade  level/subject 
area  taught,  and  baccalaureate/graduate  certification/
degree. 
 

SCHOOL BOARD 
 

The week of January 20‐26  is Nebraska School Board 
Recognition Week. 

 

Board Members: 
  Jerry Jaixen    Ryan Loseke 
  Tim Mueller    Dan Pabian 
  Keith Runge    Mary Ann Schreiber 
 

A special  thank you goes out  to  Jerry Korte  for his 4 
years of service on the board. 

If you have the opportunity, please take a moment of 
your  time  to  thank  all  of  these  individuals  for  the work 
that they do for the district. 

(Superintendent — Continued from page 1) 

into a 1 mile fun run?? Sometimes my wife can be more idealis-
tic than I, but in this case we both thought that Gracie could 
not run a full mile at the age of 3. 

So my wife began to figure out a strategy, how was Gracie 
going to finish this mile fun run. Of course my wife being the 
resourceful woman that she is devised a plan. We reasoned 
that Gracie would never be able to run the whole mile but she 
might be able to ride her bike. Great plan! Hmmm……maybe 
not? What if they didn’t let little kids ride their bikes, after all 
it’s a fun “ruunnn” not a bike-a-thon. 

OK, on to plan B! Oh yes, you fathers know this plan 
quite well, it is the plan that your wife creates where you are 
directly involved in some way shape or form, but you are se-
cretly not on board with the plan, however in your humbleness 
and love for your wife you proceed with the plan with reluc-
tance. My wife’s plan B was a simple plan, I would be expected 
to run with Gracie and when she got tired, I would have to 
carry her for the rest of the way so she could finish the race.  
OK, I guess I can do this- let’s get it over with! 

It is the day of the big event, Mom and Dad have pumped 
Gracie up for the big race. She’s got her “fast shoes” on and 
she is ready to go! Well of course, you guessed it, there is no 
chance for Plan A, you can’t ride a bicycle in a fun run, that’s 
ridiculous, it’s far too dangerous. Kids would get run over, 
bikes would crash and who knows what else, so on to plan B. I 
begin to stretch out my shoulders knowing that I will likely 
have to carry Gracie on my shoulders for most of the race. I 
mean really, she hadn’t run over 20 yards at one time, let 
alone an entire mile, she would never make it! 

The starter gave his final instructions for the race, and the 
kids began to line up at the starting line. Oh, and by the way, 

several adults were lining up too, probably some Dads who 
were getting ready to experience their own plan B. The starter 
yells “On your marks, get set, go!” We started out with a nice 
easy pace, hoping to make it as far as we could without having 
to stop or walk. We continue on at this  pace as we entered the 
1/4 mile mark. Gracie was holding on to my hand the entire 
time. I kept on encouraging her telling her how fast she was 
and how good she was doing. Really, my main idea here was so 
that I might avoid carrying her the whole way. 

We continued on at a steady pace, she made it to the half 
mile marker and things were looking good. I began to feel a 
little surprised, this little girl who had never ran over 20 yards 
before had now made it over a ½ mile, without stopping. It 
was a steamy hot July evening and her cheeks were flushed 
and red, but she kept on running. We were ¾’s of the way 
done and by this time I was proud of my little girl, who just 
kept on running. We finished the race and to my surprise Gra-
cie ran the whole mile. You could see how proud she was of 
herself. It even became more apparent when her Mom, 
Grandma, and Grandpa lavished her with praise.  Honestly, if 
you could have heard her Grandma you would ‘ve thought  we 
had  “Jackie Joyner Kersey” in the family or something. 

In the end the lesson was clear, my wife and I had put 
Gracie “in a box.” We placed expectations on her that limited 
her, we didn’t think she could run the whole mile, but she 
proved us wrong! The lesson of the story is this, sometimes we 
all need to be careful of putting people in a box. We should 
focus more on the potential a person can bring to the group 
instead of our preconceived notions  we have of them. Who 
knows, with the right encouragement and the proper mind set 
you never know what they are capable of doing. 

Have a great holiday break everyone! Let’s come back and 
finish the year strong! Go Lakeview!! 

(Principal — Continued from page 1) 
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LAKEVIEW COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                        

November 12, 2012 
Opening Procedures 

Call to Order – Chairman Runge 
called the regular meeting to order 
at 8:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance – Korte led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Open Meeting Act – Chairman 
Runge noted the meeting would 
follow the open meeting act posted 
in the front of the media center. 

Verification of Publication and 
Notification – The meeting notice 
was published in The Columbus 
Telegram and posted in all school 
buildings. 

Roll Call – All members were 
present. 

Excuse Board Member Absence 
– No members absent. 

Approval of Agenda –It was 
moved by Loseke and seconded by 
Pabian to approve the agenda as 
modified.  On roll call vote, Loseke, 
yes; Korte, yes; Mueller, yes; Pa-
bian, yes; Schreiber, yes; and 
Runge, yes.  Motion carried. 
Staff/Student Presentations 

FBLA Report – Carol Crabtree, 
FBLA President, gave a verbal and 
written presentation on FBLA activi-
ties. 

Student Council Report – Taylor 
Neuhalfen gave a verbal and writ-
ten presentation on Student Coun-
cil activities. 

Recogn i t i on  o f  V i s i to rs /
Communications from the Public – 
Visitors included Taylor Neuhalfen, 
Student Council; Carol Crabtree, 
FBLA; Jerry Jaixen, patron; Tylor 
Ellyson, Columbus Telegram; Mat-
thew Miigerl, Integrated Controls; 
Gene Benes, Benes Heating & Air 
Conditioning; Kurt Frenzen, staff.  
There were no comments from the 
public. 
Administrative Reports 

Superintendent – Reported 
items included 1) Kiwanis/Optimist 
Clubs had 26 people eat lunch at 
Lakeview and tour the Shell Creek 
Elementary on Nov. 9; 2) Insurance 
changes for 2013-2014 by EHA; 3) 
After school program grant from 
ADM is available to apply for use 
this year; 4) Kiwanis is supplying 
free dictionaries for 3rd grade stu-
dents in the Lakeview, Christ Lu-
theran and St. John’s school sys-
tems; 5) Leadership Columbus will 
have 3-6 people eat lunch and tour 
Lakeview next Friday; and 6) The 
MOU is available for board mem-
bers for the pilot evaluation pro-
gram. 

Principals – Mr. Mlinar – 1) 
United Way Kids for Change Pro-

gram encouraged students to do-
nate change; 2) Parent-Teacher 
Conference attendance was nearly 
100%; 3) Veteran’s Day program 
was held on November 9; 4) PTO 
sponsored the Fall Book Fair No-
vember 5-9; 5) ITBS testing is go-
ing on this week; and 6) Kids on 
the Block sponsored by the Ne-
braska Elks Foundation will per-
form on December 5.  Mr. Schrunk 
– 1) PTO family movie night on 
November 16; 2) Listed the daily 
winners of Red Ribbon Week; 3) 
Ms. Kjergaard will be teaching a 
geography enrichment program for 
selected 5/6 grade students next 
week.  The program will conclude 
with a geography bee on January 
15; 4) 3rd-6th grade students now 
have lockers; 5) ITBS testing No-
vember 5-16; 6) Veteran’s Day 
Program was held on November 9; 
7) Kids on the Block on December 
5; and 8) Birthday assembly on 
November 30.  Mr. Borer – 1) Par-
ent-Teacher attendance was up 
this year – High School – 50% and 
Junior High – 67%; 2) Review the 
school improvement program; 3) 
Shared the November 12 in-service 
agenda; and 4) Reviewed the No-
vember 5 technology meeting. Mr. 
Shadley – A handout was provided 
to the board which contained the 
fall sport wrap up and specifically 

mentioned the following: All-State 
Music Selections: Vocal – Carol 
Crabtree, Chase Gronenthal and 
Amanda Humlicek; Band – Cayla 
Cuba. 
Action Items 

Consent Agenda – It was moved 
by Schreiber and seconded by 
Mueller to approve the agenda as 
presented.  On roll call vote, Korte, 
yes; Mueller, yes; Pabian, yes; 
Loseke, yes; Schreiber, yes; and 
Runge, yes.  Motion carried.   

Approval of Resignations – 
There were no resignations for 
consideration.   

Approval of Contracts – It was 
moved by Korte and seconded by 
Loseke to approve Holly Anderson, 
Amanda Urkoski, Forest Dehaven 
and Kasey Hansen as substitute 
teachers.  On roll call vote, Mueller, 
yes; Pabian, yes; Loseke, yes; 
Schreiber, yes; Korte, yes; and 
Runge, yes.  Motion carried.  

East Gym Ventilation Project – 
Gene Benes from Benes Heating & 
AC was present to discuss options 
on ventilating the east gym.  The 
options included straight ventilation 
to installing air conditioning. No 
action was taken.   

Lakeview HVAC Controls – Matt 
Miigerl from Integrated Controls 
informed the board that they could 
(See Minutes — Continued on page 4) 

Save the date!  

January 31st, 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Parent Teacher Conferences & 

4th Annual Career/Academic Fair 
 

Lakeview Commons Area 
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make their current HVAC system 
much more efficient by installing 
system controls. No action was 
taken. 

Varsity Football Field – Kurt 
Frenzen was present to discuss the 
football field and gave the board 
four options to consider for improv-
ing the game field.  They ranged 
from two options with natural grass 
to two options of different makes of 
field turf.  No action was taken. 

Lakeview Lighting Project – The 
board was informed that bids to 
improve lighting in most class-
rooms were requested and re-
ceived.  There were still some 
questions to be answered before 
the bids would be made public.  It 
was moved by Loseke and sec-
onded by Korte to allow the Build-
ing and Grounds Committee to 
research and move forwards with 
the lighting project at their discre-
tion.  On roll call vote, Pabian, yes; 
Schreiber, yes; Loseke, yes; Korte, 
yes; Mueller, yes; and Runge, yes.  
Motion carried.  

Shell Creek Addition/Renovation 
Project – The board held a brief 
discussion on installing lights on 
the south side of the building and 
lights on the west and east parking.  
A portion of the tile will be replaced 
this summer.   

District Busing – The board vis-
ited briefly about the busing of 
students.  Mr. Freeman and the 
principals provided the board with 
the number of families that cur-
rently ride.  The board would like to 
get a report that indicates the total 
spent on busing last year and the 

total mileage paid to parents that 
drive K-8 students.  They would 
also like the same numbers for this 
year up to December. 

Audit Report – It was moved by 
Pabian and seconded by Mueller 
that the 2011-2012 Audit Report be 
approved for Lakeview Community 
Schools.  On roll call vote, Schrei-
ber, yes; Loseke, yes; Korte, yes; 
Mueller, yes; Pabian, yes; and 
Runge, yes.  Motion carried. 

Multicultural Report – The build-
ing principals reviewed some of last 
year’s building activities and Mr. 
Freeman reviewed some of the 
lessons that fall under Multicultural 
Education.  It was moved by 
Schreiber and seconded by Pabian 
to approve the Multicultural Report 
for the 2012-2013 School Year.  On 
roll call vote, Loseke, yes; Korte, 
yes; Mueller, yes; Pabian, yes; 
Schreiber, yes; and Runge, yes.  
Motion carried.  
Discussion Items 

Board Committee Reports – 
Committee activity was discussed.  
The Curriculum Committee set a 
meeting date of November 17 at 
6:15 p.m., prior to the district tech-
nology committee meeting. 

State Education Conference – 
The board discussed travel ar-
rangements for attending the State 
Education Conference in LaVista. 

Staff Recognition Banquet – 
Tentative ideas on the staff recog-
nition event were shared with the 
board.  Plans are currently to honor 
last year’s staff the last day of 
school with a noon meal.  Tentative 
plans also are to honor this year’s 
staff at a breakfast at the start of 
the next school year.  The board 

will think about the ideas and dis-
cuss this topic again next month. 
Executive Session 

It was moved by Schreiber and 
seconded by Pabian to go into 
executive session for the purpose 
of discussing the superintendent’s 
evaluation and to discuss person-
nel issues where pending litigation 
is possible for the protection of the 
public interest and for the preven-
tion of needless injury to the repu-
tation of any individuals involved.  
On roll call vote, Korte, yes; Muel-
ler, yes; Pabian, yes; Schreiber, 
yes; Loseke, yes; and Runge, yes.  
Motion carried. 

A five minute recess was taken 
at 11:09 p.m. before entering into 
executive session at 11:14 p.m.  
The board came out of executive 
session at 11:55 p.m. 

Adjournment – Chairman Runge 
declared the meeting adjourned at 
11:58 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Traci Uldrich 
Recording Secretary 

 
LAKEVIEW COMMUNITY 

SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

WORK SESSION MINUTES                                        
December 3, 2012 

Call to Order – President Runge 
called the Work Session to order at 
8:00 p.m.  

Those present: Keith Runge, 
Jerry Korte, Mary Ann Schreiber, 
Dan Pabian, Tim Mueller, Ryan 
Loseke, Jerry Jaixen, Steve Borer, 
Daryl Schrunk, John Mlinar & Russ 
Freeman. 
Work Session 

The work session was focused 

on reviewing the district test scores 
and the improvement strategies 
that the administration and teach-
ers are using to help improve stu-
dent achievement. 

Mr. Schrunk & Mr. Mlinar re-
viewed the State of the Schools 
Report. This included showing a 
couple of ways a person could 
access this report, a review of the 
scores and a discussion concern-
ing the scores. 

Mr. Borer reviewed the PLAN 
test. This is a pre-ACT test that our 
sophomores take each year. 

Mr. Mlinar reviewed the Federal 
AYP decisions. He explained the 
terminology used and where our 
individual schools are at concern-
ing meeting the standards. 

Mr. Borer reviewed the ITBS & 
ITED scores, dual credit classes 
taken over the last three school 
years, the failing list over the past 
few years since the introduction of 
the ISDF (Increasing Success/
Decreasing Failure) program, pro-
vided a handout on 7th, 8th & 9th 
grade scores on the ITBS and 
ITED and reviewed many if the 
improvement strategies that the 
district has implemented to help 
improve student achievement. 

Mr. Schrunk gave a short sum-
mary of the items presented and 
handed out the activity sheets from 
the staff in-service held earlier in 
the day. 

Adjournment – President Runge 
declared the meeting adjourned at 
9:37 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Russ Freeman 
Acting Recording Secretary 

(Minutes — Continued from page 3) 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
JANUARY— part of MAY 2013 

Karen Hake, Librarian 
Run A Monday 

Jan. 7, 21, Feb. 4, 18, March 4, 18, 
April 15, 29, May 13 
 

SHELL CREEK 8:00-2:30 
 
Run B Tuesday 
Jan. 8, 22; Feb. 5, 19; March 5, 19; 
April 2, 16, 30; May 14 
 

LAKEVIEW JH 10:30-12:00 
MONROE  2:30-4:30 
 
Run C Wednesday 
Jan. 9, 23; Feb. 6, 20; March 6, 20; 
April 3, 17; May 1, 15 
 

PC ELEMENTARY 8:00-2:00 
LAKEVIEW  3:15-4:00 
 
Run F Monday 
Jan. 14, 28; Feb. 11, 25; March 11, 
25; April 8, 22; May 6 

 

HF DAYCARE 8:00-8:15 
LINDSAY ATT. 8:15-8:45 
HOLY FAMILY 8:45-3:00 
LINDSAY  3:05-4:05 
 
Run G Tuesday 
Jan. 15, 29; Feb. 12, 26; March 12, 
26; April 9, 23; May 7 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN7:30-10:00 
ST. JOHN’S  10:30-1:00 
CRESTON  1:30-3:00 
 
Run H Wednesday 
Jan. 16, 30; Feb. 13, 27; March 13, 
27; April 10, 24; May 8 
 

HUMPHREY PUB 8:00-10:45 
ST. FRANCIS  10:50-2:00 

Contact the Columbus Public Library 
(402-564-7116) to request books for 
delivery at your bookmobile stop.  

Visit the library’s website at http://
www.columbusne.us/library for other 
services, including access to the cata-

log, databases, and downloadable 
audio and e-books. 
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Board Meeting —7 PM 
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Closet Extravaganza 
What: Dresses, shoes, jewelry, and other Prom necessities  

When: February 23, 2013 9-11AM 

Where: Lakeview High School 

Needed (IN GOOD CONDITION) 

Dresses  ~  Shoes  ~  Jewelry  ~  Purses 

Contact: Lori Humlicek (402) 910-3908  or Jean Kamrath  (402) 563-7050 

Everything 
is Free! 

Free 
Alterations 

Free Mary Kay Products 

Donation
s gladly

 

accepte
d 

Board Meeting —7 PM 
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In 
and Around 

Lakeview Junior-Senior High School 
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Paying for College  
Follow these steps to determine how you’ll pay for college. 

 

Step 1: Learn about types of financial aid 
 

Scholarships come from private donors or from your 
college, and are not repaid. Some are based on financial 
need, while others are based on criteria such as academ-
ics, leadership, athletics, talents, or military involvement. 

Grants* are based on financial need and you don’t 
repay them. They include: 

 Pell Grant 
 Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant 

(SEOG) 
 State grants 
 College-based grants 
 

Work-Study*, also based on financial need, allows you 
to earn money while attending college. You get paid for 
hours worked, so don’t expect money up-front to pay tui-
tion. Work-Study earnings will not affect future financial aid 
eligibility. 

Loans* are a type of financial aid you must repay with 
interest. Some are in your name and some are for parent
(s). 

Several types of loans are available for both students 
and parents. View our loan chart for details. 

*These types of financial aid are based on FAFSA results. 
 

Step 2: Apply for scholarships 
Look for scholarships during your junior and senior 

years. 

 Ask your counselor about local and national scholar-
ships. 

 Review ScholarshipQuest for local and state schol-
arships. 

 Apply for college-based awards. 
 Look for national awards using free Internet-based 

scholarship searches. 
 

Step 3: Request a Personal Identification 
Number (PIN) 

The PIN is your signature for the electronic FAFSA. 

Request a PIN for you and one for a 
parent at pin.ed.gov. Keep your PIN 
for future years. 
 

4: Complete the FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Stu-

dent Aid) 
     The FAFSA is your application for federal, state and 

college-based financial aid. Complete the form at 
fafsa.gov. The colleges you list on the application will re-
ceive the results and will use that information to award fi-
nancial aid. 

 Apply after January 1 but before the colleges’ priority 
date to get the best financial aid package. 

 Be aware of a new IRS Data Retrieval Process that 
will simplify the income tax portion of your FAFSA. 

 Complete the FAFSA every year you’re in college. 
 
Colleges use this standard formula to calculate your 

financial need: 

Cost of Education (determined by the college) 
- Expected Family Contribution (based on FAFSA results) 
= Financial Need 

Your “financial need” determines the type and amount 
of financial aid you will receive. 

 

Step 5: Complete the financial aid process. 
 

Expect a Student Aid Report (SAR). The SAR ac-
knowledges that your FAFSA was received and can be 
used to make corrections to the form. You’ll need your PIN 
to make electronic corrections. 

You might also receive request from the college for 
documents to verify your FAFSA information. If so, send 
the documents to the college financial aid office. 

Expect a financial aid award notification from the 
colleges that accepted you for admission. It will detail the 
assistance they’re offering based on your financial need. 
Respond to all award notifications by the deadlines. 

Compare financial aid awards to determine what you 
would need to spend out-of-pocket or borrow in student 
loans at each school to cover the full cost of your educa-
tion. Use our Award Letter Calculator for an easy compari-
son. 

Once you select a college, notify the other schools of 
your decision. 

If you need student loans, apply for them through your 
college. They will provide the necessary forms. Allow sev-
eral weeks for processing time. 

http://www.educationquest.org/loan-chart/�
http://www.educationquest.org/scholarshipquest/�
http://www.pin.ed.gov/PINWebApp/pinindex.jsp�
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/�
http://apps.educationquest.org/pdfs/Handouts/IRS_Data_Retrieval.pdf�
http://apps.educationquest.org/award/award.cfm�
http://www.educationquest.org/loan-chart/�
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In 
and Around 

Platte Center Elementary School 

Kids on the Block:  On Wednesday, December 5th our students were entertained by 
“Kids on the Block”, a muppet-style presentation that addresses important social issues among 
students.  K-3 grade students had an age appropriate presentation, “Pig Slop”, in which Melody 
takes a chance and eats lunch with Jimmy when no other kids will.  4-6 watched “Blue Ribbon”, 
in which Jimmy thinks he always needs rewards for appropriate behavior.  After each presenta-
tion students were able to interact and ask questions to the characters.  Ask your student what 
he learned from these beneficial plays!! 

Snowfall Contest Winners!!! 
On Monday, November 26, we woke to a beautiful layer of snow on the ground!  It wasn’t 

enough to keep us home from school but there was enough on the ground to declare the 1st offi-
cial snowfall of the season.  The Student from each class with the closest guess to November 26 
were awarded mugs, hot chocolate packets, soup and candy kisses!  Congratulations to:  Ana 
Jimenez, Hunter Liss, Oscar Campos, Andres Rosales, Will Becker, Jairo Delgado, and Sydney 
Loseke (the only student to guess the exact day!!) Thank you to those of the Platte Center Staff 
who donated the prizes! 

by Melanie Gustafson, English 10 
Our students have always lived with advancing technol-

ogy; they don’t know the world without it.  Ask them who 
Rhett Butler, Miss Havisham, or Moby Dick are and they will 
probably look at you with a puzzled expression.  Now, ask 
them to message, blog, tweet or facebook you their plans for 
the weekend, and they’ll have it done before you finish the 
directions.  So with the help of our school technology goal, we 
sought out two classroom sets of kindles. 

In an effort to increase our reading interest, Mrs. Zach 
(English 12) and I began researching better reading practices, 
and along the way, we realized another aspect we could add 
was technology.  How can we appeal to students in today’s 
society if we don’t utilize technology? 

Dollars were budgeted to provide both of our classrooms 
with a set of 24 kindles including a book allowance.  Because 
we have multiple sets of kindles, we have the advantage of 
having multiple copies of books.  The kindles allow our stu-
dents to download a book the day a new release is put on the 
shelves.  It also allows our students to get a copy of a book 
that might always be checked out from our library. Once the 
book has been purchased, it gives the reader immediate access 
with the kindles. 

The students have to sign a user agreement before they 
can take the kindle out of the room.  Students are allowed two 
weeks to check them out.  Some students really like the use of 
the kindle.  One of the students said,  “With the kindle, I never 
know how big the book exactly is.  I lose the intimidation fac-

tor that gets to so many young readers.”  Another student 
said, “The kindle is a bit different than reading a book.  All it 
takes to flip a page is a push of a button. It seems like you are 
reading less and you flip pages faster.”  The demand for kin-
dles is high.  I have a waiting list for kindles in my classroom; 
however, it comes down to an individual preference because 
one senior even said, “A plain old book will do just fine for 
me.” 

The students have learned to take suggestions from 
friends, teachers, or the librarians and have continued reading.  
They’ve connected with classmates who enjoy the same type 
of books.  They’ve collaborated in class.  The communication 
among my students regarding books has exploded. Each stu-
dent has set up a GoodReads account where they create book-
shelves of books they have read or want to read, as well as re-
ceive recommendations on books they might enjoy based on 
their choices.  Mrs. Stogdill, librarian, told them GoodReads is 
like “Facebook for bookworms.”  We also created a Twitter 
hashtag to follow.  Students are using Twitter to ask for sug-
gestions or tweet a good recommendation (#readingpractice). 

I’m not sure if it’s the reading, the technology, or a combi-
nation, but what I do know is that the students are proud of 
themselves and proud of each other.  Some students have fin-
ished more books in this single quarter than they have read in 
their lifetimes. They’re having fun exploring new books. 
They’re reading and talking about them. Most importantly, 
they’re learning what interests them and spending time actu-
ally reading. 

Using Technology for Reading Interest 
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Welcome 
Grandparents!! 

On December 
5, the kinder-
garteners and first 
graders invited 
their grandparents 
to come visit Platte 
Center Elemen-
tary.  Together 
they enjoyed a delicious meal of pork steak and mashed potatoes, corn, a roll and some peaches.  Then they stayed 
to make gingerbread houses.  Each student created a unique gingerbread house.  All the students were happy to 
be able to share their school and their day with their grandparents. 

1st Semester AR Goals Earned 
Our Accelerated Reader Book Camp is in full swing with many stu-

dents earning their 1st semester goal.   
Congratulations to the following students who reached their Reading 

Ranger status: 
1st Grade: Blake Barcel, Yordi Dominguez, Adrian Godinez, Taylor 

Greisen, William Hrouda, Jane Johnson, Chelsey Martinez-Jaramillo, 
and Estrella Sanchez-Martinez, Diego Becerra, Hunter Liss, Sam Abegglen, Victor Perez, Ben Cunning-
ham, Reiley Holyoak, Judianne Purinton   

2nd Grade:  Ricardo Arciva, Grace Berkeland, Paityn Bose, Oscar Campos Gaspar, Johann Chavez, 
Gabriela Gato Gil, Damon Hanson, Michelle Holyoak, Damion Sapp, Alayna Lichtenfeld, Caitlyn Steffen, 
Chevelle Thomson, Emily Tunink, Micah Veal, and Ezra Zamora, Alex Payan Espino   

3rd Grade:  Janae Sliva, Erick Bello-Solis, Wayne Flowers, Cole Johannes, Alexa Martinez, Justin Mohr-
mann, Andres Rosales Valles, Zachery Garretson, Brooklyn Greisen , Angel Rodriguez 

4th Grade:  Oliver Jimenez 
5th Grade: Whitney Kuta, Luke Sliva, Angel Alonzo, Allison Jaixen, Jairo Delgado, Heidi Alvarado, 

Kaley Gilsdorf, Kortney Hassebrook, Brian Campos 
6th Grade:  Emily Cunningham, Jackson Loseke,  Aeriana Valdez, Savanna Denton, Caitlyn Buck, 

Kaleb Buck,  Kyle Mohrmann, Jevon Hernandez, Sydney Loseke, Boston Barcel, Dylan Johnson, Esmer-
alda Cervantes Reyes 

Platte Center’s Student Council showed their 
true Christmas Spirit by sponsoring a food and 
clothing drive.  Many boxes of food were donated 
to the Platte Center church’s food pantry and the 
clothes that were collected will benefit children at 
school who need a warm coat, boots, a hat or mit-
tens.  Thank you to all the generous families and 
staff at our school for making the food and clothing drive a big success!! 

Student Council Sponsors Collection 
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In 
and Around 

Shell Creek Elementary School 

Title 1 Christmas Activity 
 Cut out Christmas trees were recently sent home 
with students to be decorated as a family activity. The 

newly decorated 
trees line our 
hallways and 
cafeteria and 
make our school 
look quite festive.  
All students participating in this activity received a 
candy cane for their efforts. 

Kids On The Block…. 
On Wednesday, December 5th, Kids On The Block presented a 

program to Shell Creek Elementary.  The programs were called “Pig 
Slop” and “Blue Ribbon” and discussed attitude, inappropriate be-
havior and students thinking they always need to be rewarded.  
This program is sponsored by the Nebraska Elks Association. 

by: April Seiler 

     The second grade 
class at Shell Creek 
Elementary recently 
put on a bake sale to 
send relief to those 
affected by Hurri-
cane Sandy. The 
fundraiser, inspired 
by a 2nd grade stu-
dent, Elly Luchsinger, 
was held on Decem-
ber 7th.  The 2nd 
grade parents helped 

bake, package, and even sell the desserts to Shell Creek 
Elementary students. Every single item was sold, even 
after some parents went home and baked more! 

Through the bake sale 
proceeds and voluntary 
donations, the 2nd grade 
class raised $480! This 
money is being sent to 
the American Red Cross 
to help rebuild the lives that were shattered in this 
past October storm.  

As their teacher, I was so impressed with my stu-
dent’s enthusiasm to help those in need. I was also 
touched by the fantastic support I received from the 
parents in my class.  

Thank you to the countless number of individuals 
who helped make this fundraiser possible. Together, we 
were able to show these students that they may be 
young and small, but they can do BIG things! 

2nd Graders Help Hurricane Victims 
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In 
and Around 

Christ Lutheran School 

Fall was a busy 
time at Christ Lu-
theran School.  The 
week of October 21-
26, SWAT spon-
sored Red Ribbon 
Week. 

Each day stu-
dents participated in 
special activities to show they would remain drug 
free.  To kick off the week students handed out a 
piece of red candy to church members. Some ac-
tivities during the week were wearing red head-
bands to show that they “band” together against 
drugs, making a red chain link with their names and 
drug free sayings on each link, wearing red t-shirts 
and crazy socks to show that we are going to 
“sock” it to drugs, and writing poems titled “The 
Best Me is Drug Free”.  

Our final activity was to make a red tissue paper 
flower for our parents with a note attached to the 
stem saying they would remain drug free.  Students 
were also given a different red treat each day. 
Through these special events, we hope that all stu-
dents will lead a drug free life.   

     October 26th Trunk or Treat was celebrated.  
F a m i l i e s 
d e c o r a t e d 
their car 
trunks and 
dressed up in 
costume.   
     The cold 
e v e n i n g 
started with 
the roasting 
of hotdogs 
over a bon-

fire and enjoying a warm cup of hot chocolate or 
apple cider.  Trunk decorating contest winners 
were announced and then the children went from 
trunk to trunk to get treats.   Fellowship around the 
fire and the making of smores concluded the eve-
ning. 

Another favorite activity that SWAT members 
do in Fall is rake leaves for congregational mem-
bers. With rakes in hand, students invaded lawns 
and in no time all, the leaves are gone.  On the 
same trip, students picked up recycling for the con-
gregational mem-
bers.   

The 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th graders 
were busy in their 
classroom too.  
Students learned 
about metamor-
phosis by watch-
ing mealworms 
and wax worms 
go through the 
different stages 
of their lives.  It was exciting to see that some of 
the worms turned into beetles and some turned into 
moths.  Aren’t the wonders of nature amazing!  

Jim Mueller from the 4-H Extension Office came 
out to teach the students about bacteria.  Students 
learned a lot about bacteria and the importance of 

washing their 
hands really 
well with hot 
soap and wa-
ter.  Hopefully 
students will 
i m p l e m e n t 
w ha t  t he y 
learned so we 
will have a 
healthy winter 

at CLS.   

The red chain link made by the students.  

Fellowship around the bonfire.  

Students working hard.  

3rd, 4th, and 5th Graders observing their 
mealworms.  
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